
 

 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
TALKING SHORTS – SUMMER FILM CRITICISM WORKSHOP  
 
Deadline for applications June 22 2021! 
 
Change the way people read about short film! 
 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 
Talking Shorts in an online film magazine dedicated to short films with the goal to make shorts more visible and 
to create a wider discourse about the art form, closely connected to the international film festival landscape. It 
strives to connect the most important festivals around the world, the filmmakers, audiences and a young 
generation who might not yet know what short films are or can do. 
 
Lago Film Fest & FILMFEST DRESDEN join forces with Talking Shorts to bring you an exclusive workshop on short 
film criticism. You will gain insights into journalistic practice under the guidance of established journalists and 
film scholars. You will acquire the fundamental craft of film criticism, learn strategies for conducting 
interviews and gain insights into the history, development and tendencies of short film. You will exchange 
views with professionals on country-specific peculiarities of the world of short film and write film reviews and 
interviews. The work on the texts will be editorially supervised during the festival. The best ones will be published 
on talkingshorts.com.  
 
WHO IS IT FOR? 
The workshop is directed at students of humanities as well as graduates / young professionals and aspiring film 
critics, who want to work in the field of film and film journalism.  
 
DURATION  
The workshop will be held in Dresden and Lago. You can either join both sessions and deepen your knowledge or 
you take part in only one.  
DRESDEN: July 9 – July 18 
LAGO: July 24 – July 31 
 
THE FEE & WHAT IS INCLUDED 
DRESDEN 
The fee for the workshop will be 250 Euros. 
You will receive a festival accreditation that allows access to all screenings and events. Accommodation and 
breakfast (double room shared with another workshop participant) are provided by the festival. We offer small 
travel grants for all non-German participants. 
 
LAGO 
The fee will be 300 Euros. You will receive a festival accreditation that allows access to all screenings and 
events. Accommodation and breakfast (room shared with another workshop participant) are provided by the 
festival.  
 
DRESDEN & LAGO: 500 Euros 
 
HOW TO APPLY 
To apply for the workshop, please send us the following:  
- a motivational letter (1 page max.) on why you want to write about short films 
- a film review of a film of your choice (1,000 - 4,000 characters incl. spaces)  
- your CV 
 
The workshop is limited to 6 people. Participants will be notified by June 25 2021 the latest.  
Please send your application to Ricardo Brunn at talkingshorts@filmfest-dresden.de 

Deadline for applications is June 22 2021! 
The workshop will be held in accordance with the current COVID-19 regulations.  



 

 

 
THE MENTORS 
 
Ricardo Brunn, born 1980, studied history of art and philosophy in Dresden. He worked as a production manager 
for documentaries as well as a project manager in film dubbing. He started writing regularly for filmgazette.de in 
2012. In 2017 he became editor-in-chief of the film magazine. In addition, he is working at film festivals as a 
moderator (for film festivals like Filmfest München, FilmFestival Cottbus, Filmfestival Max Ophüls Preis) and 
programmer (e.g. Filmfest Dresden) and has been running workshops on film criticism since 2019. 
 
Hannes Wesselkämper studied literature, history of art and media studies as well as British-and-American-
Studies at the University of Constance and the Film University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF. He has been working 
as a freelance film and music critic as well as a film curator for several German festivals, most notably the 
Filmfestival Max Ophüls Preis. Since 2015, he works as a researcher for "Cinepoetics - Center for Advanced Film 
Studies" including a PhD-project on cinematic spectacle. 
 
 
Denis Demmerle, studied Sociology and works as a freelance cultural journalist for various magazines and 
newspapers for fifteen years and has been publishing the online magazine Berliner-Filmfestivals.de since 2009, 
thus actively cultivating the city's cinematic biotope. Since 2017 he has been taking care of PR and marketing at 
the FilmFestival Cottbus, for which Denis also curates thematic programmes that invite to discuss about social 
change. This year, for the first time, he is taking care of the Jewish Film Festival Berlin | Brandenburg as PR & 
Marketing Manager. At the Alice Salomon University of Applied Sciences Berlin, he worked as press spokesperson 
and editor-in-chief of the university magazine, consulted the DFFB on social media and has been imparting his 
knowledge in workshops for several years. 
 
 
Dunja Bialas, director and curator of UNDERDOX, is the editor of the online-film-magazine "artechock"  since 
2000. From 2002 to 2013 she was assigned member of the advisory board for the international documentary film 
festival Munich (Dok.Fest). She is a jury member in various international film festivals. Together with Bernd 
Brehmer she founded UNDERDOX in 2006. Since 2013 she is member of the executive committee of the Association 
of German Film Critics. In 2014 she founded VIDEODX, the video art section of UNDERDOX. In 2018 she co-founded 
the German Association for Cinephilia. 
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