308. FILMFEST DRESDEN 2026 - BIG NAMES, SMALL TALKS

For two hours, our “big names” are going to answer questions and discuss issues. In our speed-dating event, you have an opportunity to
get to know and make contacts with important players from the short film scene, including commissioning editors, festival organisers,
producers and representatives from film funding bodies. The only challenge: You have to keep it short —just 10 minutes are available for

each of the personal discussions.

Please register by email for the event with details of your desired discussion partner by 17 April to events@filmfest-dresden.de.

ALESSIA GASPARELLA

Born in Aosta in 1987, after graduating in Cinema Studies at DAMS
Torino, she left Italy in order to continue her education in Paris,
France, where she specialized as line producer. Simultaneously, she
works as short film programmer for Tribeca Festival since 2021and
head programmer for the short film competition of TOHorror Film
Festival in Italy since 2016. In 2024 she was among the founders of
Red Sled Films where she works as film producer, especially on animated and live action
shorts. 2025 is the year of the birth of the Bref International Short Film Festival in Aosta,
where she works as artistic director and head programmer. She loves all kinds of shorts,
but she has a soft spot for freaky movies and if a shark is involved, even better!

| SARAH DOMBRINK

. Sarahis Acquisition Manager for interfilm’s sales & distribution

~ and she’s a member of INTERFILM’s Festival Curatorium —the arti-
stic directorial team —and a curator.

Established in 1999, interfilm’s internationally operating short film
sales and distribution agency offers a selected catalog of outstan-
ding short films to cinemas, TV, internet, educational and other
media worldwide. interfilm Berlin hosts the Academy Award®© qualifying INTERFILM
Berlin ISFF and the KUKI Young Short Film Festival.

BARTEK TESARL

Bartek Tesarz graduated in film and new media studies, as well
asin Polish and comparative literature from the Jagiellonian
University in Krakow. He is the curator of the film programme at
the Polish Institute in Berlin, where he organises the filmPOLSKA
Polish cinema festival, the largest event of its kind outside Poland.
Since 2019, he has been deeply involved with the Krakow Film
Festival, where he is currently the curator of the entire short film programme. He has
published reviews in the magazines EKRANY and 16mm. Prior to this, he also worked with
the CAMERIMAGE film festival.

LAURENCE RILLY

Laurence Rilly was born in Angers (France) and studied translation
in Austria and France. She worked in various Film-Festivals, as
well as for the European Union. Her professional journey began in
1997 as a manager of online projects at Franco-German cultural
broadcast ARTE. Key aspects in her work were development of
new formats in the fields of new media, experimental TV and
underground-culture. She is since 2015 the program officer of “Kurzschluss” —a short film
magazine broadcasted every Saturday evening on ARTE —and promotes furthermore the
search for new ideas and formats.
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KATRIN KUCHLER % JULIE ROUSSON

Katrin Kiichler studied media and communication science at the Julie Rousson holds a Masters degree in cultural project pro-
Friedrich Schiller University in Jena and ,meedia en cultuur”at duction, with a master’s thesis about the impact of Internet and
the Universitejt van Amsterdam. After her studies, Katrin Kiichler numeric revolution on the short film industry. She permanently
worked for Berlinale Shorts under the artistic direction of Maike joins Sauve Qui Peut le Court Métrage, the association behind the
Mia Hohne at the time. From 2006 on, Katrin Kiichlers involvement Clermont-Ferrand Int’ Short Film Festival, in 2015 after several
with FILMFEST DRESDEN international short film festival started years working on punctual missions. She isa member of the

and between 2011 and 2017 she functioned as its co-director (artistic direction). From 2017 International competition selection committee. She coordinates the Pop-Up program
on, Katrin Kiichler got involved with MDR and by 2018 took on the editorial leadership of dedicated to new fiction models, the industry events at the Short Film Market (including
the short film programme ,,unicato” at television broadcaster MDR - commissioned by coproduction forum Euro Connection) and the relation with administrative institutions.
television broadcaster ARD. From 2025 on, Katrin Kiichlerin the name of MDR and vicari- Sheisa board member of the Short Film Conference.

ously alsoin the name of ARD takes on editorial charge of the arte short film programme
~Kurzschluss“as well.

SVEN SCHWARI

Since 2004 Sven Schwarz has worked with film festivals, starting
at Filmfest Hamburg. In 2010 he became the Managing Director

of the Kurzfilm Festival Hamburg, where he also curates special
programmes, such as the country focus events, in addition to
thematical film series. He studied American literature and media
studies at the University of Paderborn and the Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoo, USA. Sven Schwarz is a board member of the international short
film association Short Film Conference, as well as being part of the Hamburg-based artist
collective AWall is a Screen that organises and curates short film events in public spaces
all over the world.
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