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Filmtheater Schauburg
Königsbrücker Straße 55
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Thalia Cinema.
Coffee and Cycling 
Görlitzer Straße 6
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Programmkino Ost 
Schandauer Straße 73
01277 Dresden-Striesen

Filmgalerie Phase IV 
Königsbrücker Straße 54
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Clubkino im Lingnerschloss
Bautzner Straße 132
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Zentralkino
Kraftwerk Mitte 16
01067 Dresden-Altstadt

Hole of Fame
Königsbrücker Straße 39 
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Kino im Kasten
August-Bebel-Straße 20
01219 Dresden-Strehlen

scheune-Blechschloss Dresden
Alaunstraße 36 – 40
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Galerie Raskolnikow e. V.
Böhmische Straße 34
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Altes Wettbüro (Guest Office)
Antonstraße 8
01097 Dresden-Neustadt

DIAF – German Institute for 
Animated Film
(Technische Sammlungen)
Junghansstraße 1 – 3
01277 Dresden-Striesen

GrooveStation
Katharinenstraße 11 – 13
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Goethe-Institut Dresden
Königsbrücker Straße 84
01099 Dresden-Neustadt

Geh8 Kunst Raum Ateliers
Gehestraße 8
01127 Dresden-Pieschen

Ostrale.Basis
Rethelstraße 45
01139 Dresden-Übigau
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Dreaming Utopia – It’s Going to Be 
Beautiful! With our programme this year, 
we would like to invite you to revel in your 
dreams. Short film especially is capable of 
reflecting critically on crisis situations, as 
indeed providing a collective projection 
screen for hopes, wishes and utopias, and 
creating a desire for the future. May we 
heartfully invite you to ponder, feel and 
dream together with us.

On our voyage across infinite expanses, among others, we are embarking on a 
multisensory tour of discovery in Focus Québec, shining a spotlight on artificial 
intelligence in Animated 2, exploring science fiction worlds in Cinema Digestif 3  
or casting an eye on postcapitalist mind games in Focus 1 and in the perfor-
mance by the TOTAL REFUSAL collective. And there is even more to enjoy: The 
tribute to and masterclass by the NEOZOON female artists collective  the 
Kids and Youth Programme  Discourse Europe: Italy  Short Film Open 
Air  the Festival Party and so much more. The future starts now!

A WARM WELCOME TO  
THE 36 FILMFEST DRESDEN!

TICKET PRICES
Single ticket: €8.50 / €5 reduced
5-ticket block*:  €35
Kids and Youth Programme:  €4 (up to 18 years old), €5 (over 19 years old)
Festival Opening & Awards Ceremony**: €8.50 each
Animation Film Show – Thomas Stellmach: €12
Total Refusal: Everyday Daylight: €12
Festival Drag Party: €9 advance ticket sales / €12 box office (for people in drag €9 
at the box office)
Reduced ticket prices for: Job seekers and recipients of benefits under the Ger-
man Code of Social Law XII (Sgb XII); claimants under the German Asylum Seekers’ 
Benefit Act; Dresden Pass holders and volunteer pass holders, as well as severely 
disabled persons (from 80% degree of disability). When the accompaniment of an 
assistant is required (for persons with severely disabled pass, B code), said assis-
tant has free admission. Please do not forget to bring the related pass.
Admission: 20 minutes before screening begins
Note: No admissions during screenings

ADVANCE TICKET SALES
 SAXticket  Königsbrücker Straße 55, 01099 Dresden  
or online on our website. Further information and online tickets available at 
filmfest-dresden.de

*    The 5-ticket block entitles the holder to attend 5 different film programmes of their choice. On 
	 submission of the block to the cinema box office, a complimentary ticket per screening is issued.
** Tickets for the Awards Ceremony are available on our website, as well as at all the 
	 FILMFEST DRESDEN box offices.

WEDNESDAY IS 
FILMFEST DAY! 
 Tickets for all screenings 

on 17 April: €6 

2 3TIMETABLE TIMETABLE 



Once more this year, the Competition sections represent the focus of our festival 
programme. 60 of the latest short films from 28 countries are waiting to be disco-
vered by you in our International, National and Central German Competition 
sections. A further 250 works – ranging from animation to fictional and experi-
mental film – can be seen in our 31 special programmes, including the Kids and 
Youth Programme intended for differing age groups, the diverse country-based 
and thematic highlights, as well as the tribute series. The programme is rounded 
off with events like the Festival Party, exhibition openings or the Short Film Open 
Air programme.  

Information about Trigger Warnings 
FILMFEST DRESDEN publishes trigger warnings for individual programmes to 
indicate particularly violent images and content. They are provided for an entire 
short film programme. If required, there is the option to obtain information about 
individual films on the festival website and at the festival box offices. Please send 
questions and feedback by email to festival@filmfest-dresden.de.

Explanation of Symbols & Legend 
	 Accessible for wheelchair users 
	 German audio description
	 Expanded German subtitles for the hearing impaired

	 Induction loop for hearing-aid wearers
	 Translation into German sign language

WP: World premiere
EP: European premiere
GP: German premiere

LEGEND AND PROGRAMME INFORMATION

 Each short film programme lasts approx. 90 minutes on average.
 The filmmakers attend many programme screenings and are available
	 to answer questions.
 All of the International Competition programmes are subtitled in German and/
	 or English.
 All of the National Competition programmes are subtitled in English and/
	 or German.
 Selected programmes and events are provided with audio descriptions and
	 subtitles or in German sign language.
 Admission: 20 minutes prior to start of screening. 
 The Short Film Open Air programme is screening daily from 16 to 21 April and
	 is a free-of-charge event.

5THE PROGRAMME

Dance
Together

Festival Tanz  
Gemeinschaft
01. – 11.05. 
2024 

WWW.FILMFEST-DRESDEN.DE/EN/FRIENDS
Infos and Registration:

FRIENDS OF FILMFEST DRESDEN

Bring the world’s best short films to Dresden and receive
free tickets, festival goodies and more as a thank you!

  YOU ARE A FAN? 
 BECOME A FRIEND! 



LOCATIONS & TIMES
SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

ZENTRALKINO        

          

KINO IM 
KASTEN          
           

DIVERSE DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

11:00 City Walk
 P.39

12:00

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00 19:00  Festival 
Opening         
 P.37

19:00  
Shorts 2  P.42

20:00 20:00  
Focus 2
 P.24

20:00  
Focus 1
 P.24

20:00  
Shorts 1

21:00 21:00  
Shorts 321:30  

National  
Competition 1
    P.18

21:30  
Focus 3 
 P.25

22:00 22:00  
International 
Competition 1
 P.12

22:30  
Retrospective
 P.27

23:00

24:00

Tue 16.04.

SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

CLUBKINO 
IM LINGNER-
SCHLOSS      

SCHEUNE- 
BLECHSCHLOSS

DIVERSE DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

11:00 11:00  Parents Special  
International 
Competition 5
 P.16

City Walk
 P.39

12:00
12:30  
International 
Competition 2
 P.12

13:00

14:00 14:00  
Shorts 4  P.42

15:00 15:00  
International 
Competition 3
    P.14

15:00  
Shorts 5

16:00 16:00  
National 
Competition 4
 P.21

16:00  
Kids 2  *8 to 11 years old
 P.34

16:00  Serbski 
(krotko)film. The 
Sorbian (short) 
film.  P.37

16:00  
Family Shorts 1

17:00 17:00  
Sandwich Talks
Phase IV  P.37

17:00  
Shorts 617:30  

International 
Competition 4
 P.14

18:00 18:00  
Focus 2 
 P.24

18:00  Reception 
Filmverband  P.37

18:00  Animation 
Film Show Stellmach
Schauburg  
Huyras-Saal  P.38

18:00  
Shorts 718:30  

Focus 4
 P.25

19:00 19:00  
National 
Competition 3
    P.20

19:00  
Animated 1
 P.27

19:00  
Regional Focus
 P.31

19:00  
Short Film Lotto 
 P.32

19:00  Exhibition 
Opening: Dreamer
Galerie Raskolnikow
 P.38

19:00  
Shorts 8

20:00 20:00  
International 
Competition 5
    P.16

20:00  
Focus Québec
 P.28

20:00  International 
Competition 1
Kino im Kasten   
 P.12

20:00  
Shorts 9

21:00 21:00  
Discourse Europe 1
 P.26

21:00  
Shorts 1021:30  

Animated 2
 P.28

22:00 22:00  
National 
Competition 2
 P.19

22:30  
International 
Competition 6
 P.17

22:30  
Panorama 
International
 P.26

23:00

24:00

Wed 17.04.

20:15 
National 
Competition 4
 P.21

20:15 
National 
Competition 1
    P.18

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION   NATIONAL COMPETITION   SPECIAL PROGRAMMES   KIDS AND YOUTH PROGRAMME   EVENTS 
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SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

ZENTRALKINO        

          

KINO IM 
KASTEN          
           

PHASE IV DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

11:00 City Walk
 P.39

12:00 12:00  
International 
Competition 1
 P.1213:00

14:00 14:00  
National 
Competition 2
 P.19

14:00  
Shorts 11  P.4214:30  

International 
Competition 6
 P.17

15:00 15:00  
Family Shorts 2

16:00 16:00  
Kids 3  *10 to 13 years old
 P.34

16:00  
Family Shorts 3

17:00 17:00  
International 
Competition 3
    P.14

17:00  
Nominees:  
LUCA Film Award
 P.31

17:00  
Sandwich Talks
 P.37

17:00  
Shorts 1217:30  Nominees: 

“fully political” 
with discussion
 P.32

18:00 18:00  
Youth 2
*from 16 years old
 P.35

18:00  
International 
Competition 5
    P.16

18:00  
Shorts 218:30  

Retrospective
 P.27

19:00 19:00  
Shorts 1319:30  

Central German 
Competition
 P.22

20:00 20:00  
International 
Competition 4
 P.14

20:00  
Animated 2
 P.28

20:00  
National 
Competition 1
    P.18

20:00  
National 
Competition 4
 P.21

20:00  
Shorts 14

21:00 21:00  
Panorama National
 P.26

21:00  
Focus 3
 P.25

21:00  
Shorts 15

22:00
22:30  
International 
Competition 2
 P.12

22:30  
National 
Competition 3
    P.20

23:00

24:00

Thu 18.04.

SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

ZENTRALKINO        

          

SCHEUNE- 
BLECHSCHLOSS

HOLE OF FAME DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

11:00 City Walk
 P.39

12:00
12:30  
International 
Competition 5
    P.16

13:00

14:00 14:00  
Shorts 16  P.42

15:00 15:00  
International 
Competition 3
    P.14

15:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.34

15:00  Discussion: 
What's the point of 
AI?  P.38

15:00  
Family Shorts 1

16:00 16:00  
National 
Competition 3
    P.20

16:00  
Kids 3  *10 to 13 years old
 P.34

16:00  
Family Shorts 416:30  

Focus 4
 P.25

17:00 17:00  
Nominees: Golden 
Horseman Sound 
Design  P.31

17:00  
Sandwich Talks
Phase IV  P.37

17:00  
Shorts 1717:30  

International 
Competition 2
 P.12

18:00 18:00  
Youth 1
*13 to 16 years old
 P.35

18:00  
International 
Competition 1
 P.12

18:00  Discussion: 
Cultures of Debate
 P.39

18:00  
Shorts 4

19:00 19:00  
National 
Competition 4
 P.21

19:00  
Focus Québec
 P.28

19:00  
Focus 2
 P.24

19:00  
Shorts 7

20:00 20:00  
International 
Competition 6
 P.17

20:00  
Discourse Europe 2
 P.27

20:00  
Focus 3
 P.25

20:00  
Get-Together:  
Safer Spaces
 P.39

20:00  
Shorts 1

21:00 21:00  
National 
Competition 2
 P.19

21:00  
Shorts 521:30  

Focus 1
 P.24

22:00 22:00  
National 
Competition 1
    P.18

22:30  
International 
Competition 4
 P.14

22:30  
Tribute
 P.25

22:30  
Panorama 
International
 P.26

23:00

24:00

Fri 19.04.

23:30
Cinema Digestif 1
 P.30

23:30
Cinema Digestif 2
 P.30

20:15 
National 
Competition 3
    P.20

20:15 
National 
Competition 2
 P.19

LOCATIONS & TIMES INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION   NATIONAL COMPETITION   SPECIAL PROGRAMMES   KIDS AND YOUTH PROGRAMME   EVENTS 
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SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

ZENTRALKINO        

          

GROOVE
STATION

DIAF DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

11:00 11:00  
Kids 2  *8 to 11 years old
 P.34

City Walk
 P.39

12:00

13:00 13:00  
International 
Competition 4
 P.14

13:00  
National 
Competition 2
 P.19

13:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.34

13:00  Curator 
Guided Tour 

14:00 14:00  
Kids 3  *10 to 13 years old
 P.34

14:00  
Shorts 13  P.42

15:00 15:00  
International 
Competition 2
 P.12

15:00  
Family Shorts 415:30  

Youth 1
*13 to 16 years old
 P.35

16:00 16:00  
Short Tiger Next 
Generation 
 P.32

16:00  
National 
Competition 3
    P.20

16:00  
Masterclass with 
Neozoon   P.40

16:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.34

16:00  
Kids 2  *8 to 11 years old
 P.34

16:00  
Family Shorts 3

17:00 17:00  
Shorts 1017:30  

Focus 4
 P.25

18:00 18:00  
Youth 2
*from 16 years old
 P.35

18:00  
International 
Competition 6
 P.17

18:00  
Shorts 8

19:00 19:00  
Discourse Europe 1
 P.26

19:00  
Total Refusal 
Geh8 Kunst Raum 
Ateliers  P.40

19:00  
Shorts 919:30  

Experiments
 P.28

20:00 20:00  
Awards 
Ceremony           
 P.40

20:00  
International 
Competition 3
    P.14

20:00  
Tribute
 P.25

20:00  
Shorts 1520:30  

National 
Competition 4
 P.21

21:00 21:00  
Shorts 1421:30  

Discourse Europe 2
 P.27

22:00 22:00  
National 
Competition 1
    P.18

22:00  
Category Is:  
Utopic Glamazons 
Festival Drag Party
 P.40

22:30  
International 
Competition 5
    P.16

22:30  
Nominees:  
LUCA Film Award
 P.31

23:00

24:00

Sat 20.04.

SCHAUBURG
LEONE    
              

SCHAUBURG
LANG
          

SCHAUBURG
TARKOWSKI 
          

SCHAUBURG
CHAPLIN

THALIA
CINEMA. COFFEE  
AND CYCLING

PK OST
GLORIA
         

ZENTRALKINO        

          

KINO IM 
KASTEN          
           

CLUBKINO 
IM LINGNER-
SCHLOSS      

DIVERSE OPEN AIR 

              

10:00 City Walk
 P.3910:30  

Kids Special
*from 6 years old
 P.35

11:00 11:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.34

11:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.3412:00

13:00 13:00  
Award Winners 1
 P.33

13:00  
ADA Matinee: 
Dreams that money  
can buy  P.33

13:00  
Kids 2  *8 to 11 years old
 P.3414:00 14:00   

Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old 
OSTRALE.Basis  P.34

14:00  
Shorts 12  P.42

15:00 15:00  
Award Winners 2
 P.33

15:00  
Family Shorts 115:30  

Youth 1
*13 to 16 years old
 P.35

15:30  
Kids 3  *10 to 13 years old
 P.34

16:00 16:00  
Nominees: 
“fully political” 
 P.32

16:00  
Kids 1  *5 to 8 years old
 P.34

16:00  
Family Shorts 2

17:00 17:00  
Award Winners 3
 P.33

17:00  
Shorts 1117:30  

Youth 2
*from 16 years old
 P.35

18:00 18:00  
Experiments
 P.28

18:00  
Award Winners 1 
 P.33

18:00  
Shorts 318:30  

Regional Focus
 P.31

19:00 19:00  
Shorts 619:30  

Award Winners 1
 P.33

20:00 20:00  
Focus 1
 P.24

20:00  
Award Winners 3
 P.33

20:00  
Shorts 1620:30 

Animated 1
 P.27

20:30  
Award Winners 2
 P.33

21:00 21:00  
Shorts 17

22:00 22:00  
Award Winners 2
 P.33

22:30  
Panorama National
 P.26

23:00

24:00

Sun 21.04.

20:15 
Award Winners 3
 P.33

20:15  
Central German 
Competition
 P.22

23:30
Cinema Digestif 3
 P.30

“ANIMATED FILM 
POSTER ART”  P.39

LOCATIONS & TIMES INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION   NATIONAL COMPETITION   SPECIAL PROGRAMMES   KIDS AND YOUTH PROGRAMME   EVENTS 
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Tue 22:00 | SCHAUBURG Wed 20:00 | KINO IM KASTEN 
Thu 12:00 | SCHAUBURG Fri 18:00 | PK OST

DES RÊVES EN BATEAUX PAPIERS  
DREAMS LIKE PAPER BOATS
Samuel Suffren, HTI, 2024, 19 Min, GP

 Edouard lives with his daughter Zara in Port-au-
Prince. Since his wife left him, the two of them have 
only received a cassette from her. 

A KIND OF TESTAMENT  
Stephen Vuillemin, FRA, 2023, 17 Min

 A young woman comes across animations on the 
internet that have clearly been created from her 
private selfies.

THE ELECTRIC KISS  
Rainer Kohlberger, AUT, DEU, 2023, 18 Min

 Drawing on excerpts from sci-fi films, the film 
imagines a world in which people plug their brains 
into a kind of neuro-network.

MADDEN  
Malin Ingrid Johansson, SWE, 2023, 13 Min

 A story about relating to your herd. About duty 
versus longing. About high-heeled shoes stepping in 
dung and animals thundering across the land.

27  
Flóra Anna Buda, FRA, HUN, 2023, 11 Min

 Alice lives with her parents and takes refuge in 
her dreams to escape her everyday life. After a par-
ty, she has a serious drunken bike accident.

8  
Anaïs-Tohé Commaret, FRA, 2023, 23 Min

 In French suburban housing estates, young peo-
ple wish for money and success. Their dreams clog 
up the ventilation ducts till they start dripping.

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 

01   

02   
[tw: psychological violence, physical violence]

[tw: epilepsy, physical violence]

Wed 12:30 | SCHAUBURG Thu 22:30 | SCHAUBURG 
Fri 17:30 | SCHAUBURG Sat 15:00 | SCHAUBURG 

THE LOVERS  
Carolina Sandvik, SWE, 2023, 12 Min, GP 

 A stop-motion relationship horror and unroman-
tic comedy about a couple forced to deal with 
escalating bodily transformations.

BASRI & SALMA DALAM KOMEDI YANG TERUS 
BERPUTAR   BASRI & SALMA IN A NEVER-ENDING COMEDY
Khozy Rizal, IDN, 2023, 15 Min

 A married couple look after other people’s children 
without having any of their own. Between meddling 
relatives and self-doubt, they find out why.

TAKIE CUDA SIĘ ZDARZAJĄ   SUCH MIRACLES DO HAPPEN
Barbara Rupik, POL, 2022, 14 Min

 “It’s walking with no muscles, though it shouldn’t 
be able to walk. Stone tissue. How strange,” said the 
girl and looked at her boneless body.

NEVER COME BACK  
Assaf Gruber, AUT, DEU, 2023, 18 Min

 Our protagonist is playing a melody known by 
many – but who has ever bothered to listen to its 
racist and imperialistic lyrics?

12 THE MOVIES

 »MAY  
THE NEWS BE 

WITH YOU!«

We have all the big stories in pocket format - Interviews,  
editorials and news from Saxony and the world at any  
time on Sächsische.de. We hope you enjoy the events  

at the film festival and the previews and reviews  
in our news portal. 

Your free entry to our news portal:

www.sächsische.de/filmfest

Vote and win: The news portal Sächsische.de donates the  
audience award in the international competition. Vote for your  
favorite! Ballots are available at all Filmfest cinemas.



THE POSTHUMAN HOSPITAL  
Junha Kim, KOR, 2023, 7 Min

 The film showcases medical records of post-
human patients in an imaginary hospital through 
experimental digital images.

ZIMA
Tomasz Popakul, Kasumi Ozeki, POL, 2023, 27 Min

 A punk Christmas tale of a small fisherman’s 
village.

PORCUPINE   NHÍM
Nicolas Graux, Quý Trương Minh, BEL, VNM, SGP, 2023, 
13 Min, GP

 In an abandoned hospital, an encounter between 
a sex streamer and a grieving lady unleashes a flood 
of memories and virtual data.

MAST-DEL  
Maryam Tafakory, IRN, GBR, 2023, 17 Min

 A woman recounts a date with a man in Tehran. 
The story is inscribed with images from Iranian 
films produced after the Islamic revolution.

AS MIÇANGAS   THE BEADS
Rafaela Camelo, Emanuel Lavor, BRA, 2023, 19 Min

 In a house surrounded by nature, two sisters 
prepare an abortion without noticing that there is a 
snake inside.

KINDERFILM  
Total Refusal, AUT, 2023, 12 Min

 Everything seems normal in GTA V. But the taboo 
that children could be hurt in the digital world is so 
severe that the games developers preferred to leave 
them out.

RINHA  
Rita M. Pestana, BRA, PRT, 2023, 23 Min, GP

 When someone decides to leave, they should leave 
because they want to, not because they have to.

LA PERRA  
Carla Melo Gampert, FRA , COL, 2023, 14 Min

 In Bogotá, a bird-girl leaves behind the family 
home, her domineering mother and her faithful dog 
to explore her sexuality.

FORAAR   SPRING
Pernille Kjaer, DNK, 2023, 12 Min, GP

 In a farmhouse, a woman tries to lure the 
resident house spirit – a mischievous Nisse – with 
offerings of food.

HITO  
Stephen Lopez, PHL, 2023, 20 Min

 Jani lives in a dystopian world devoid of empathy. 
Together with a talking catfish, she wants to strike a 
blow for freedom.

04   

03   
[tw: epilepsy, physical violence]

[tw: psychological violence, physical violence, epilepsy, pornography]

Wed 17:30 | SCHAUBURG Thu 20:00 | SCHAUBURG 
Fri 22:30 | SCHAUBURG Sat 13:00 | SCHAUBURG

Wed 15:00 | SCHAUBURG Thu 17:00 | SCHAUBURG 
Fri 15:00 | SCHAUBURG Sat 20:00 | SCHAUBURG    
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ALIEN0089  
Valeria Hofmann, CHL, ARG, 2023, 22 Min, GP

 While a gamer uploads a video to denounce the 
harassment she is suffering in a war videogame, 
a stranger gains entry to her home and hacks her 
computer.

THE UN-CHAOTIC CABINET THAT WISHES  
FOR ME TO SLEEP  
Cillian Green, IRL, 2022, 7 Min, GP

 A young man struggling with his identity makes 
his way through suburban Dublin in the hopes that 
the trip can clear his head.

IN DREAMS  
Joshua Shaffner, USA, 2023, 17 Min

 A futuristic hospice care service tends to a 
terminally injured burn victim.

BIG BANG  
Carlos Segundo, FRA, BRA, 2022, 14 Min

 Chico earns his living fixing ovens, which he 
easily fits into thanks to his small size.

NIGHT SHIFT  
Kayije Kagame, Hugo Radi, CHE, 2023, 24 Min, GP

 An actor prepares to go on stage while a museum 
guard makes her rounds. They let themselves 
become permeated by these organisms beyond 
performances and exhibitions.

06   
[tw: epilepsy, psychological violence, physical violence]

Wed 22:30 | SCHAUBURG Thu 14:30 | SCHAUBURG 
Fri 20:00 | SCHAUBURG Sat 18:00 | PK OST

NOCTURNO PARA UMA FLORESTA    
NOCTURNE FOR A FOREST
Catarina Vasconcelos, PRT, 2023, 16 Min

 15th century. Monks build a wall around a forest 
and prevent women from entering it. But in the 
invisible world, women have created their own 
kingdom.

THE MIRACLE  
Nienke Deutz, BEL, FRA, NLD, 2023, 15 Min

 The Miracle hotel, a place with endless opportu-
nities to relax. But how do you relate to a place that 
constantly confronts you with the things you don’t 
have?

SOMBRAS NADA MÁS   NOTHING BUT SHADOWS
Kathy Mitrani, COL, USA, 2023, 18 Min, GP

 On the anniversary of the death of Marisol’s 
husband, human remains are found on the building 
site next door. Marisol, a superstitious visionary, has 
to face her mortality.

NUN OR NEVER!  
Heta Jäälinoja, FIN, 2023, 11 Min

 The nuns are living together in happy harmony. 
When one nun finds a man in the garden, this har-
mony becomes disrupted and she loses the rhythm 
with the others.

OYU  
Atsushi Hirai, FRAN, JPN, 2023, 22 Min, GP

 A man goes to the public bath to retrieve a for-
gotten object. But once inside, the promise of a hot 
bath compels him to stay.

05   Wed 20:00 | SCHAUBURG Thu 18:00 | PK OST 
Fri 12:30 | SCHAUBURG Sat 22:30 | SCHAUBURG    

CENTER AM -HOCHHAUS

CENTER AM SIMMEL-HOCHHAUS · ANTONSTRASSE 2A · 01097 DRESDEN



Tue 21:30 | SCHAUBURG Wed 20:15 | PK OST Thu 20:00 | ZENTRALKINO 
Fri 22:00 | SCHAUBURG Sat 22:00 | SCHAUBURG

DIE FALTE  
THE FOLD 
Patrick Buhr, DEU, 2024, 10 Min

 Four stories about chased pigeons, stolen  
underpants, judgemental robots and thrown  
marbles become interwoven in a worldview.

BITTE.DANKE.GENAU.   
Polina Kundirenko, DEU, 2023, 17 Min

 While our everyday lives continue, four female 
Ukrainian students try to settle down in Berlin, find 
work and a sense of home.

TWENTYTИƎWT 
Max Hattler, HKG, DEU, 2023, 7 Min, GP 

 Shot entirely from the 36th floor of a high-rise 
building in Hong Kong, the film attempts to  
encapsulate the confinement and uncertainty of 
2020.

TECHNICALLY  BREATHING 
Markéta Müllerová, DEU, 2023, 6 Min, WP 

 The film explores the idea that breathing in times 
of societal crises can be understood as an act of 
survival and resistance.

LAND DER BERGE  
LAND OF MOUNTAINS
Olga Kosanović, AUT, DEU, 2023, 28 Min

 A low-key tragedy about the Kafkaesque barriers 
of Austrian immigration law.

CARROTICA   
Daniel Sterlin-Altman, DEU, 2024, 13 Min, WP 

 Fantasy, music and tango force 16-year-old 
Nadav and his mother to confront their inner 
selves.

NATIONAL COMPETITION 

01   
[tw: epilepsy]

02   
[tw: psychological violence]

Wed 22:00 | SCHAUBURG Thu 20:15 | PK OST Thu 14:00 | SCHAUBURG
Fri 21:00 | ZENTRALKINO Sat 13:00 | SCHAUBURG

ZOOPTICON   
John Frickey, Thies Mynther, Sandra Trostel, DEU, 2023, 
29 Min

 Drifting through space with no purpose on space-
ship Zoopticon, five mutated singing animals find a 
goal – a mysterious planet called Earth.

MY ORANGE GARDEN   
Anna-Sophia Richard, DEU, 2023, 21 Min

 She was due to be arrested in her home country 
of Iran. Today, Faravaz lives in Germany and uses 
her voice to fight for the rights of Iranian women.

OBOK   OUTSIDE
Izabela Plucinska, POL, DEU, 2023, 5 Min, GP 

 The coal-drawn film tells the story of domestic 
violence.

EN UNDERSØGELSE AF EMPATI   A STUDY OF EMPATHY
Hilke Rönnfeldt, DNK, DEU, 2023, 15 Min

 Dana wants to show empathy. Penelope wants to 
explore empathy – her artistic project unfolds and 
Dana’s feelings become whirled around.

NICHT DU   NOT YOU
Lara Torp, Emilia Zieser, DEU, 2023, 5 Min, WP 

 I recently saw someone that looked like you. 
I decided to follow your not-you for a while.

   
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 03   
[tw: physical violence]

Wed 19:00 | SCHAUBURG Thu 22:30 | SCHAUBURG Fri 16:00 | SCHAUBURG  
Fri 20:15 | PK OST Sat 16:00 | SCHAUBURG  04   

[tw: psychological violence, physical violence]

Tue 20:15 | PK OST Wed 16:00 | SCHAUBURG Thu 20:00 | KINO IM KASTEN 
Fri 19:00 | SCHAUBURG Sat 20:30 | ZENTRALKINO

SLIMANE   
Carlos Pereira, DEU, 2023, 19 Min, GP 

 In a near future Germany, queer people are 
becoming even more marginalised and under threat. 
On the last day of winter, Omar is released from prison.

THE MASTER OF THE SWAMPS   
Sasha Svirsky, DEU, 2023, 4 Min

 The weird heritage of the past is haunting us as a 
crappy horror and encouraging modern cosplayers 
to bring this horror into our present.

GEZIELT MITTELALTERLICHE ÜBERLEGUNGEN   
Paula Milena Weise, Finn Ole Weigt, DEU, 2023, 27 Min, WP 

 A female teacher who is skipping class. A boy who 
cannot tell a lie. And a stray bear.

MOVING MOUNTAINS   
Jessica Poon, DEU, 2024, 6 Min, WP 

 Tiny people wandering across an endless water-
scape and moving mountains.

SENTIMENTAL STORIES   
Xandra Popescu, DEU, 2023, 16 Min, GP 

 As the day unfolds, Violeta, the owner of a port 
diner, and her niece become witnesses to one love 
story ending and another one beginning. 

SPROUT   
Florian Maubach, DEU, 2023, 5 Min, WP 

 Emerging excitement and the sensual awaken-
ing of sexuality turn this animation film into the 
nucleus of a transformation process. 

ALEX IN DEN FELDERN  
ALEX IN THE FIELDS
Marie Zrenner, DEU, 2023, 22 Min

 Adrian, a young ex-alcoholic, is living on a thera-
py farm. When a friend from the past shows up, he 
risks losing everything.

IT’S JUST A WHOLE   
Bianca Scali, DEU, 2023, 11 Min

 She knew this day would come, but when it does 
finally come, Maya cannot get her head around it. 
A mole – it’s so small, so insignificant, just a mark... 

SENSITIVE CONTENT   
Narges Kalhor, DEU, IRN, 2023, 8 Min

 This Deep Blur video is about the eyewitnesses 
who don’t look away. They risk their lives, fighting 
for visibility.

VELHICE  
OLD AGE
Anna-Maria Dutoit, PRT, DEU, 2023, 8 Min

 A landscape remembers how it became what it 
is today – a reminiscence on the human impact on 
nature. 

VIOLET   
Laura Engelhardt, DEU, 2023, 21 Min, WP 

 After an argument with his mother, 12-year-old
Dan looks for love and intimacy with Anna. When 
his mother goes to work the night shift, Dan and 
Anna cross preset boundaries.

BLUSENFAX  
BLOUSE FAX
Mariola Brillowska, DEU, 2023, 4 Min

 Mrs and Mr Funke fix everything. A schoolgirl 
wants to have the washing slip lasered out of her 
blouse so she can send it into the universe.

   
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Thu 19:30 | SCHAUBURG Sat 20:15 | PK OST

CENTRAL GERMAN COMPETITION 

URLAUBSVERSUCHE  
Finn Ole Weigt, Paula Milena Weise, DEU, 2022, 15 Min

 Two friends go together on holidays to the Baltic 
Sea. The dreariness around them becomes entan-
gled with their own lack of perspectives.

EINE EINZELNE TAT   A SINGLE INCIDENT
Constanze Wolpers, DEU, 2023, 19 Min

 An approach to structural racism via investiga-
tion files, soccer and the death of a young refugee 
in Celle.

NOTHING TO EXPECT  
Franz Impler, DEU, 2023, 3 Min, GP

 With her inline skates, the protagonist tries  
to escape the turbulence of her whirling 
thoughts.
  

ES GIBT KEINE ANGST   AFRAID DOESN’T EXIST
Anna Zett, DEU, 2023, 31 Min

 Video and audio footage from the Berlin Archive 
of the GDR Opposition becomes a pulsating and 
poetic short thriller collage.

SOMNI  
Sonja Rohleder, DEU, 2023, 3 Min

 A day draws to a close. A little monkey falls 
asleep. As its mind wanders off, the forest starts to 
change. 

DER JUNGE MIT DEM PERLENOHRRING  
THE BOY WITH THE PEARL EARRING
Jonas Erler, DEU, 2023, 9 Min

 The boy is familiar with his surroundings. But 
slowly, doubts creep into his mind and he asks 
himself: Where does my path lead?

DEATH ROW  
Jan Soldat, DEU, AUT, 2023, 6 Min

 In more than 260 feature films, over 230 series 
episodes and 30 short films, Danny Trejo has 
already died over 100 times.

[tw: racism, epilepsy, physical violence]

22 THE MOVIES

TAKE PART IN OUR SURVEY
AND WIN FREE TICKETS FOR FFDD25.

YOUR FEEDBACK 
ON THE #FFDD24! 

Home is where 
the Short Film is
MDR short film offerings are accessible on demand 
24/7 online and in the ARD media library.



SPECIAL PROGRAMMES
FOCUS: DREAMING UTOPIA: 
IT’S GOING TO BE BEAUTIFUL!

FOCUS 1: WE MIGHT AS WELL ENJOY IT 
 Tue 20:00 | KINO IM KASTEN  Fri 21:30 | THALIA  Sun 20:00 | THALIA 

[tw: physical violence]
Neural networks have fantasies of reality in colourful feverish dreams. Video games 
lure us into immersive dreamscapes. Even capital is penetrating these digital 
places of refuge. Yet between the memes and glitches of an ever-more hyperreal 
reality, there are utopias awaiting discovery: Places of resistance, from which even 
the global conflagrations can at least be enjoyed. Furthermore, the Total Refusal 
curator collective is presenting a  gaming live lecture (p. 40).
OV / OV with English ST

FOCUS 2: AFRO VISIONS OF THE FUTURE(S), 
MEMORIES AND LIBERATION 
 Tue 20:00 | THALIA  Wed 18:00 | THALIA  Fri 19:00 | ZENTRALKINO

[tw: racism, physical violence] 
Are womXn becoming the main 
characters of our liberation in our 
visions of the Afro future(s)? Or 
what does it mean to experience a 
present and a past in a system not 
designed for our wellbeing?
OV / OV with English ST

TRIBUTE: NEOZOON – NOTHING CUTE HERE 
 Fri 22:30 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 20:00 | SCHAUBURG

The NEOZOON female artists collective is known 
for short films created from third-party footage  
and material. They consist of sophisticated 
collages of YouTube videos that permit and enable 
reflections on existential themes of humanity, 
such as the relationship between humankind and 
nature. The tribute is providing an in-depth insight 
into their work. It is linked to this year’s  
masterclass (p. 40).  OV / OV with English ST

FOCUS 4: I AM THINKING OF A HOUSE 
 Wed 18:30 | SCHAUBURG  Fri 16:30 | THALIA  Sat 17:30 | THALIA

The film programme consists of a selec-
tion of films that explore the meaning of 
the house as a symbolic space for human 
experiences, memories and belonging. To 
what extent does the idea of a house serve 
as a microcosm for utopian aspirations, 
in which ideals of refuge, harmony and 
fulfilment become unified within 
its structure?  OV with English ST

FOCUS 3: THE FUTURE STARTS TODAY 
 Tue 21:30 | SCHAUBURG  Thu 21:00 | THALIA  Fri 20:00 | SCHAUBURG

Cinema is a dream factory with the potential to create visions of a better 
world that represent positive alternatives to the – at times – gloomy 
present. It reveals past and present ideas about living and life in the near 
and distant future, articulating hopes, wishes and utopias. Thus it is time to 
dream.  OV with English ST
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DISCOURSE EUROPE 1: FILMS CONTRASTING THE IDYLL – A BRIEF 
INSIGHT INTO THE SHORT FILM LANDSCAPE OF SOUTH TYROL  
 Wed 21:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 19:00 | SCHAUBURG

South Tyrol’s image of itself is characterised by an ideal world and fictional 
idyll in the service of its tourism industry. Yet for that, a small, diverse film 
scene has developed here over the years. The director Ronny Trocker is acting 
as curator and offering us some insights into the diversity found in the short 
film productions from this multilingual and contradictory border region.  
OV / OV with English ST / no dialogue

ANIMATED 1: DIRTY ANIMATIONS –  
CONTEMPORARY ANIMATED FILMS FROM CHILE 
 Wed 19:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 20:30 | SCHAUBURG

[tw: physical violence, 
epilepsy]
Working collectively, Cristóbal 
León und Joaquín Cociña 
create beguilingly artistic 
stop-motion animations. 
The programme curated by the 
Chilean artists brings together 
works by companions and 
filmmakers who, like themsel-
ves, consistently go their own 
way in life and for whom the creative process is a space of opportunity for 
exciting new discoveries.  OV with English ST /  no dialogue

PANORAMA NATIONAL: IN DARKNESS BE THE SOUND AND LIGHT 
 Thu 21:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 22:30 | THALIA

[tw: epilepsy] 
We are shimmering resonant bodies 
in a cosmic sound field, hidden away 
in whispering vaults, with acoustic 
mountains of clouds above us and the 
trembling impact of sounds below us, 
formed from waves and frequencies, 
refractions and noise, harmony and 
dissonance. In this dark and silent 
vacuum, we flow like light and sound directly into the cinematic ether of 
this year’s Panorama.  OV / German OV with English ST

RETROSPECTIVE: DROPOUTS, DREAMERS, LOVERS 
 Tue 22:30 | THALIA  Thu 18:30 | THALIA

In the 1960s, bohemians and bon 
vivants knows as “dropouts” insi-
nuated their way into the economic 
miracle of post-war everyday life in 
West Germany and even onto the 
West German cinema screens. In 
East German GDR at that time, the 
socialism of the new millennium was 
being planned for the cinema. Taking 
postcapitalist alternative concepts 

and dreams of the future, the programme brings together differing utopias 
from the East and the West.  German OV / OV with English ST

PANORAMA INTERNATIONAL: WHAT A WONDERFUL LIFE 
 Wed 22:30 | THALIA  Fri 22:30 | SCHAUBURG

[tw: physical violence, pornography, 
psychological violence]
This life is one of the hardest, so they 
say. Either we end up godforsaken and 
alone on a tree trunk in the boundless 
ocean, or in the infinite chaotic ex-
panses of the internet. Be they daddy 

issues or unique forms of animal love, ultimately we all just want to cry away 
the bad world on the shoulders of a loved one. Right? 
OV with English ST

DISCOURSE EUROPE 2: THE ISLAND IN THE WINE-COLOURED SEA  
 Fri 20:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 21:30 | THALIA

Sicily is an island of yearnings, archaic, 
beautiful and full of secrets. The 
programme unites both great masters 
and new voices of Italian cinema: 
Directors who together present a 
multifaceted picture of southern Italy, 
the people with their traditions and the 
landscapes of Sicily, posing questions that could be described as metaphysical.  
OV with English ST

In cooperation with the Sicilia Queer Filmfest
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 EXPERIMENTS: LIKE A PHOENIX FROM THE ASHES... 
 Sat 19:30 | THALIA  Sun 18:00 | SCHAUBURG

[tw: epilepsy]
The films in the programme delve into 
dream worlds and set off in search of 
utopias. They shift boundaries and 
structures, rearrange elements and 
perspectives, dismantle worlds and 
reconstruct them again. They are border 
crossers, located in intermediate worlds. Doing so, research trips permit us to 
share in new perspectives. OV / OV with English ST / no dialogue

FOCUS QUÉBEC: INNER STATES / SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS 
 Wed 20:00 | THALIA  Fri 19:00 | THALIA

[tw: epilepsy, psychological violence]
Spiritual and introspective takes in Quebec cinema. Nature walks, diaries, 
meditations, mirages. At times healing, at times dark; a sensory, organic and 
poetic programme that opens up a wide-ranging palette of possibilities.   
OV with English ST /  no dialogue

With the kind support of SODEC and the Québec Government Office 

ANIMATED 2: DRIFT MODE 
 Wed 21:30 | SCHAUBURG  Thu 20:00 | SCHAUBURG

Algorithms give directions, smart cities 
optimise, control reigns – efficiently, 
relentlessly. Yet as memories fade in 
the fog of the data overflow and sys-
tems fail in the chaos of complex net-
works, the route maps start crumbling. 
Welcome to the drift mode! 
OV with English ST / no dialogue

With the kind support of the Bulgarian Culture Institute Berlin
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NOMINEES: GOLDEN HORSEMAN SOUND DESIGN 
 Fri 17:00 | SCHAUBURG 

[tw: can include triggers]
Selected by a pre-jury as the most interesting submissions from all of the 
Competition entries in terms of their musical and soundscape aspects, the 
intention is for the audience to focus their attention on the films’ sound 
design. Come along and enjoy this evening of film art that will appeal to our 
eyes and ears alike. 
OV with German and / or English ST

With the kind support of the Ballroom Studios    

NOMINEES: LUCA GENDERDIVERSITY FILM AWARD 
 Thu 17:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 22:30 | SCHAUBURG

[tw: can include triggers]
LUCA, the GenderDiversity Film Award, is setting a clear example for the 
acceptance of all genders, as well as being against sexism and every form of 
discrimination. The nominated films visualise ways of living and loving that 
challenge norms. They reveal the strength of love, acceptance and solidarity, 
and advocate living self-determined lives in freedom.
 OV with German and / or English ST

With the kind support of the Genderkompetenzzentrum Sachsen/FrauenBildungsHaus Dresden e. V., 
the LAG Queeres Netzwerk Sachsen and the LAG Jungen- und Männerarbeit Sachsen e. V.

REGIONAL FOCUS: AS THOUGH IT WERE YESTERDAY – 
FILMS FROM THE 1990S 
 Wed 19:00 | CLUBKINO IM LINGNERSCHLOSS  Sun 18:30 | SCHAUBURG

In the years after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, citizens and 
bohemians alike faced new 
challenges. For the Dresden-
based filmmakers Bernd 
Kilian and Tilo Schiemenz, this 
period bestowed, on the one 
hand, new creative freedoms 
on them and, on the other, 
a vast amount of material. 

Contemporary witnesses from that time together with those who came after 
now have an opportunity to take a nostalgic and enthralled, cheerful and 
perturbed look at these preserved works.  German OV

In cooperation with the Saxon State Library – Dresden State and University Library (SLUB)
as well as the Saxony Film Association

CINEMA DIGESTIF 3: THIS WILL ONLY STING FOR A MOMENT 
 Sat 23:30 | THALIA

[tw: physical violence]
Sometimes the utopian 
dream bursts right in 
your face. But science will 
save us... if it doesn’t kill 
us first! 
In the programme, we 
encounter men who do 
terribly stupid masculine 
things and who are  

confronted with experiments that go horribly and hilariously wrong. 
OV / OV with English ST

In cooperation with the Uppsala Short Film Festival

CINEMA DIGESTIF 2: SERIOUSLY? WTF! 
 Fri 23:30 | THALIA  

[tw: can include triggers]
Who doesn’t know it? Big brown eyes, soft hair, instant infatuation – no we’re 
not talking about your last date, but about the positive feelings that we often 
have towards our mostly four-legged fellow creatures. Yes, you’ve read that 
right: This year we’re plunging into the incredibly exciting world of animals! 
Biting and snappish, that goes without saying.    
OV with English ST

CINEMA DIGESTIF 1:  
FINAL GIRLS BERLIN PRESENTS QUEER HORROR 
 Thu 23:30 | THALIA  

[tw: sexualised violence,  
physical violence]
The Final Girls Berlin Film 
Festival is presenting horror 
cinema, directed by women 
and non-binary people and 
with films written or produced 
by women and non-binary 
people. Our intention here is 
to create a space for female 
voices and perspectives in the horror genre, regardless of whether they are 
monstrous or heroic, or even a chaotic combination of both. 
OV with English ST

In cooperation with the Final Girls Berlin Film Festival
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ADA MATINEE: DREAMS THAT MONEY CAN BUY 
 Sun 13:00 | SCHAUBURG | Free admission

The film from Hans Richter (1947) is a dream performance and surrealistic 
archive at one and the same time. Artistic works, narratives and avantgarde 
processes are described and experienced via dream episodes. The film is testi-
mony to the efforts to have an independent telling of the story of the pre-war 
avantgardes. Introduction: Przemysław Strożek  OV

In cooperation with the Archiv der Avantgarden – Egidio Marzona and Galerie Raskolnikow

SHORT TIGER NEXT GENERATION 2024: PREMIERE 
 Sat 16:00 | SCHAUBURG

The programme is screening a selection of the best productions from German 
film school students and filmmakers from the independent scene. The director 
Sophie Linnenbaum and her jury colleagues Alexandra Gramatke and  
Christian Bräuer decided on which directing talents to present this year. After 
the premiere in Dresden, the programme is going on a world tour.  
German OV / OV with English ST

In cooperation with the FFA funding body, German Films export body and AG Kurzfilm – the German 
Short Film Association

AWARD-WINNING FILMS 2024 
Award Winners 1:	 Sun 13:00 & 19:30 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 18:00 | PK OST
Award Winners 2:	 Sun 15:00 & 22:00 | SCHAUBURG  
	  Sun 20:30 | ZENTRALKINO 
Award Winners 3:	 Sun 17:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 20:00 | KINO IM KASTEN 
	  Sun 20:15 | PK OST

[tw: can include triggers]
After the juries award the “Golden Horsemen” to the lucky winners of the  
36 FILMFEST DRESDEN on Saturday evening, all of the prizewinning films 
are gracing the silver screens once more on Sunday. This is the last opportu-
nity for all you film enthusiasts to marvel at the cinematic highlights of this 
year’s festival.  German OV / OV with English ST

SHORT FILM LOTTO – OR: ON THE ART OF 
SELECTING SHORT FILMS FOR THE BIG SCREEN 
 Wed from 19:00 | SCHEUNE-BLECHSCHLOSS | Admission: €1. Access to screening all evening

[tw: can include triggers]
Short film selection process in 2024: 
3,200 submissions. 596 car drives, 404 
deaths, 420 fathers, 699 mothers, 674 
children, 83 cats, 118 times sex, but only 
1 tennis match. You just never know 
what to expect. Now you have an op-
portunity once more to slip into the skin of our proven selection committee 
and for a whole evening get to decide by chance in which sequence the films 
will be viewed.  OV with English ST

NOMINEES: “FULLY POLITICAL” – 
SHORT FILM AWARD FOR DEMOCRATIC CULTURE 
 Thu 17:30 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 16:00 | SCHAUBURG

[tw: can include triggers]
Short films have the capacity and potential to reflect in a timely, artistic and 
pointed way on cultural, social and political tendencies. Yet again this year, 
the “fully political”  – Short Film Award for Democratic Culture is honouring 
the short film that facilitates a critical and controversial view of a political 
subject. A pre-jury has selected the film contributions nominated.
 OV with German and / or English ST

With the kind support of the Saxon State Ministry of Justice and for Democracy, Europe and Gender 
Equality 
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KIDS AND YOUTH PROGRAMME 
With the kind support of the 
Saxon Region Public Media Authority for Private Broadcasting (SLM) 

All programmes can also be booked as group screenings 
(except for the Kids Special).

KIDS 1: HAND IN HAND     5 to 8 years old  
 Fri 15:00 | THALIA  Sat 13:00 | THALIA  Sat 16:00 | PK OST 
 Sun 11:00 | LINGNERSCHLOSS  Sun 11:00 | THALIA  Sun 14:00 | OSTRALE.BASIS 
 Sun 16:00 | ZENTRALKINO

Attention all explorers and adventurers! Join 
us on a fun trip through the world of our 
heroes, where there is a lot to discover in 
addition to original songs and brave rubber 
boots. With all the hustle and bustle, being a 
community and having fun are of course at 
the very top of the programme. So go grab 

your friends and delve with us into the lives of your favourite animals and even 
get ready to meet one or two fantasy creatures!  
German OV / no dialogue

KIDS 2: HOCUS POCUS     8 to 11 years old  
Presented by the film sponsor KINOLINO – Film Festival for Young Audiences
 Wed 16:00 | THALIA  Sat 11:00 | THALIA  Sat 16:00 | ZENTRALKINO
 Sun 13:00 | THALIA

May we warmly welcome you on a magical 
journey full of fantastic creatures, magic and 
funny situations. Get ready for tiny flying 
agents and solve the mystery of the mixed-
up shadows and missing socks together with 
our protagonists. And who knows – with a 
bit of luck, you might even meet a real witch.
OV with German live voice-over

KIDS 3: COURAGE IS GOOD FOR YOU     10 to 13 years old  
A programme from the Kurz.Film.Club.
 Thu 16:00 | THALIA  Fri 16:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 14:00 | SCHAUBURG 
 Sun 15:30 | THALIA

Being friendly and sharing, admitting 
mistakes, overcoming prejudices and 
staying true to yourself – this is not al-
ways easy. But with creativity, communi-
cations and a degree of courage, success 
is achievable, as the protagonists in our 
film selection prove. So trust yourself and 

come to our exciting and entertaining short film programme to discover 
how courage is good for you!  OV with German live voice-over

Fantasia Dresden Animation School is presenting:

KIDS SPECIAL: FRAME BY FRAME – 
THIS IS HOW THE ANIMATED HERO LIVES     from 6 years old   
 Sun 10:30 | SCHAUBURG		

Fantasia Showcase with Alma Weber and Thomas Stellmach:  
Premiere of the workshop results and animated films for small and big.

KIDS WORKSHOP: SETTING THE PICTURES IN MOTION! 
 Mon, 15 & Tue, 16 April for school classes and groups, times by arrangement

With the animation artist Alma Weber: In the workshop, we are going to 
design our little heroines and heroes, and then teach them to walk and  
discover the world with the help of cut-out animation.

 Wed, 17 April for school classes and groups, times by arrangement

With the Oscar© award-winner Thomas Stellmach: The zoetrope, also 
known as the miracle drum, is a simple optical device. It was invented 
around 1834 even before film. It brings animated characters on a strip of 
paper to life as if by magic. We intend to draw such small pictorial stories in 
our workshop.

In cooperation with the German Institute for Animated Film (DIAF)
With the kind support of the Cultural Foundation of the Free State of Saxony. 

YOUTH 1: OPPORTUNITY TO CHANGE     13 to 16 years old  
 Fri 18:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 15:30 | THALIA  Sun 15:30 | SCHAUBURG

Do you know the feeling of wanting to change 
something, but the fear of the unknown makes 
you doubt yourself? In our captivating short 
film programme, we focus on aspects of change 
– be that through the ongoing changes in our 
environment, the development of interpersonal 
relationships, or personal conflicts triggered by fear and the urge for freedom. 
Join us on this journey with an array of stories and be inspired to see change as 
an opportunity.  OV with German live voice-over

YOUTH 2: UNCHAINED     from 16 years old  

 Thu 18:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sat 18:00 | SCHAUBURG  Sun 17:30 | THALIA

Regardless of who we are or where we come 
from – we are all surrounded by the pressu-
res of family life or social expectations and 
norms, or feel we are trapped in entrenched 
power structures. Experience how our roots 

and traditions shape our identity and our understanding of sexuality and 
attachment and get to know strong protagonists who manage to break out of 
these rigid patterns and develop themselves individually!  OV with English ST
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 36 FILMFEST DRESDEN 
 Tue 19:00 | SCHAUBURG | Admission €8.50 or by invitation or accreditation

A week full of exciting cinematic 
moments, informative talks and a 
thrilling festival atmosphere is  
awaiting us. At the official festival 
launch, the focal areas in this year’s 
programme are being presented, 
together with selected films from the  
festival. Following this, we invite you 

to join us in raising a toast to the festival week.  
With translation into German sign language

WIŹEŚ.SICHTBAR.WIDŹOMNE – SERBSKI (KROTKO)FILM.  
THE SORBIAN (SHORT) FILM. SERBSKI (KRÓTKO)FILM. 
 Wed 16:00 Sorbian film programme, 18:00 Reception | LINGNERSCHLOSS | Free admission

During FILMFEST DRESDEN, the Saxon Film Association together with 
ŁUŽYCAFILM, the Sorbian-German film network, and the Foundation 
for the Sorbian People are inviting all those interested to attend a film 
programme. The intention with the programme is to enhance the focus on 
Sorbian film within the film industry and emphasise the support urgently 
required in the current Sorbian film production area.

Please register for the event by email to m.mager@filmverband-sachsen.de.
in German and Sorbian

Presented by the Saxon Film Association, Łužycafilm and the Foundation for the Sorbian People

EVENTS

SANDWICH TALKS – MEET THE FILMMAKERS 
 Wed – Fri daily at 17:00 | FILMGALERIE PHASE IV | Free admission

In addition to snacks, the Sandwich 
Talks also provide the time and 
opportunity to explore and examine 
the competition films. Presented by 
members of the selection committees, 
each Sandwich Talk focuses on a diffe-
rent aspect and considers the various 
thematic or stylistic trends in this year’s 
competitions in conversations with the 
filmmakers.  in English

In cooperation with Filmgalerie Phase IV
With the kind support of 
VG Verbrauchergemeinschaft


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ANIMATION FILM SHOW WITH THOMAS STELLMACH 
 Wed 18:00 | SCHAUBURG | Admission €12

In conversation with an Oscar© award-winner: Thomas Stellmach (1997 
Academy Award for the animation film “Quest”) is presenting his prizewinning 
works and chatting about what you find in the animation filmmaker’s toolkit. 
With techniques and tricks, anecdotes and facts, backgrounds and future plans 
– an infotainment evening for all animated film fans.  in German, no dialogue 
in the films

Presented by the German Institute for Animated Film (DIAF) 
With the kind support of the Cultural Foundation of the Free State of Saxony

EXHIBITION OPENING: DREAMER 
 Wed 19:00 | GALERIE RASKOLNIKOW | Free admission

The “Dreamer” exhibition combines works by Erich Wolfgang Hartzsch, a 
pioneer of East German avantgarde, with works by the young contemporary 
artist Juliane Vowinckel. In addition to the two art positions, during FILMFEST 
DRESDEN experimental films from E. W. Hartzsch are being screened, with 
the event being presented by the film academic Dr. Claus Löser.  in German

In cooperation with Galerie Raskolnikow and the Archiv der Avantgarden – Egidio Marzona (Dresden 
State Art Collections), with the kind support of the Art Foundation of the Dresden State Art Collections 
and the Saxon State Representative for the Reappraisal of the SED Dictatorship

DISCUSSION: WHAT’S THE POINT OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE? 
 Fri 15:00 | HOLE OF FAME | Free admission

The growing influence of artificial intelligence on almost all areas of life is 
having an increasing impact on the public discourse, where it is being met by 
both rejection and approval – with the film scene being no exception to this. 
Does AI represent a threat to creative filmmaking, or more of an opportunity? 
The intention with the discussion is to contribute to this debate.  
in English

In cooperation with Weiterdenken – Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Sachsen e. V.: This event is co-financed by 
tax funds on the basis of the budget approved by the members of the Saxon State Parliament.

GET-TOGETHER: SAFER SPACES 
 Fri 20:00 | SCHEUNE-BLECHSCHLOSS | Free admission

Are we able at all to guarantee having safe spaces, places where peop-
le should feel safe and secure? How can we ensure having an impartial, 
unbiased community space open to everyone, and that even and especially 
in times of political controversies and tensions? What responsibility do we 
have towards our guests? May we invite you to join us in the discussion, 
exchanging experiences, and with critical self-analysis.  in English

In cooperation with TALKING SHORTS  

CITY WALK: A SENSE OF PLACE – AUDIOWALK 
 Tue – Sun | For information on the walk, see website | Free admission

This audiovisual city walk is a collaboration with the Iranian filmmaker and 
artist Afsun Moshiry, combining stories of people from Iran with Dresden 
locations. In this way, new perspectives arise on the city as it is linked in the 
mind’s cinematic eye with a view into the far distance.  in English

CURATOR GUIDED TOUR OF EXHIBITION: “ANIMATED FILM POSTER ART” 
 Sat 13:00 | TECHNISCHE SAMMLUNGEN DRESDEN | Free admission

Cinema posters were printed in East German GDR for about 375 animated 
films and short film programmes from Germany and abroad. These highly 
diverse works were created by about 70 different designers – including young 
graduates, as well as renowned illustrators. This show is presenting nine of 
these artists.  in German

Presented by the German Institute for Animated Film (DIAF) 
With the kind support of the Dresden State Capital and the Saxon State Ministry of Science, Culture 
and Tourism 

DISCUSSION: CULTURES OF DEBATE 
 Fri 18:00 | SCHEUNE-BLECHSCHLOSS | Free admission

Whether and how can a discourse 
involving society as a whole succeed, 
especially when it involves complex 
and controversial issues? How can two 
opposing views meet in a dialogue? And 
what is the task of cultural institutions 
in this regard? The discussion here 
is focusing especially on the role of film festivals in cultivating democratic 
discussion cultures.  in English

In cooperation with the Weiterdenken – Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Sachsen e. V.: This event is co-financed 
by tax funds on the basis of the budget approved by the members of the Saxon State Parliament.
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GOLDEN HORSEMEN AWARDS CEREMONY 
 Sat 20:00 | SCHAUBURG | Admission €8.50 or by invitation or accreditation

The excitement is rising as the winning 
films are awaiting their awards. After a 
week full of cineaste moments, the ten 
Golden Horsemen and the six special 
awards with prizemoney amounting to 
€72,000 in total are about to be awarded.  
With translation into German sign 
language 

TOTAL REFUSAL: EVERYDAY DAYLIGHT 
 Sat 19:00 | GEH8 KUNST RAUM ATELIERS | €12

In this gaming live lecture, the Total Refusal media guerrillas are guiding us 
through the digital metropole of Los Santos, the digital cityscape of the GTA 
V videogame. Along the way, you visit locations in the city that were used as 
filmsets for important elements of the game art. You also discuss the concept 
of hyperrealism and the ways to appropriate it artistically.   
in English

CATEGORY IS: UTOPIAN GLAMAZONS – FESTIVAL DRAG PARTY 
 Sat 22:00, Shows 23:00 and 01:00 | GROOVESTATION | Admission €9 pre-sales / €12 at box 
office (€9 at box office for people in drag), free admission with accreditation

Back in Party City (where we all belong!), FILMFEST DRESDEN is serving 
another DRAGcellent extravaganza. Start your engines and get ready to slay 
the dancefloor with Sita Messer and Meo Wulf whilst the iconic DJ Mamede 
(Berlin) and Noë (Dresden, Leipzig) will WERK the decks to heat up the floor. 
Because dancing is what? Fundamental!  

In cooperation with the GrooveStation



MASTERCLASS WITH NEOZOON 
 Sat 16:00 | SCHAUBURG 

During the masterclass, the multi-
prizewinning film collective NEOZOON 
– which was founded in Berlin and 
Paris in 2009 – are speaking about 
their films, as well as about the de- and 
recontextualising and the recycling of 
YouTube material, in addition to work-

ing in a collective. The masterclass is linked to this year’s tribute (p. 25).   
in English

In cooperation with Weiterdenken – Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Sachsen e. V.: This event is co-financed by 
tax funds on the basis of the budget approved by the members of the Saxon State Parliament.
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BIS 26. MAI 2024 
EINE AUSSTELLUNG IN KOOPERATION 
MIT DEM ALPINEN MUSEUM DER SCHWEIZ

FILMISCHE ANSICHTEN VON

NORDKOREA

산에�대하여�이야기합시다
LET’S TALK 
ABOUT MOUNTAINS

Mensch und Gesellschaft
Kunst und Kultur
Kreativität und Gestaltung
Sprachen und Verständigung
Gesundheit und Bewegung
Ernährung und Kochkultur
Beruf und Ehrenamt
Computer und Neue Medien
Kinder, Jugend und Familie
Alphabetisierung, Grundbildung 
und Inklusion

Entdecke
die Vielfalt !

Volkshochschule Dresden e.V.
Annenstraße 10  |  01067 Dresden
Tel. 0351 254 40 0  |  www.vhs-dresden.de
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SHORT FILM OPEN AIR
INTERNATIONAL SHORT-FILM CINEMA 
 Tue 19:00 – 22:00 Wed – Sun 14:00 – 22:00
     programme ends at 22:00 | Screenings each start at the top of the hour
						                               
Yet again this year, we are holding our free-of-charge open air event – with 
all the info available on our website about where we are inviting you to enjoy 
watching shorts in the open air in 2024. In addition to our highly varied pro-
grammes, our ever-popular Family Shorts is awaiting you once more in the 
fresh spring air. There is so much to discover here.   OV with English ST

Free admission, but we are happy to receive your support via donations. 

With the kind support of the Dresden State Capital, schickschön GmbH & Co. KG event technology 
company, MDR – Mitteldeutscher Rundfunk – public broadcaster and Filmnächte am Elbufer. 

						                               

THE COMPLETE PROGRAMME:

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

FILMFEST DRESDEN THANKS ALL OF ITS SPONSORS, SUPPORTS AND PARTNERS 

Main Media Partner

Main Partner

Culture Partner Shuttle Partner

Main Supporters

Supporters

Sponsors:  Saxon Region Public Media Authority for Private Broadcasting (SLM) * Saxon State Representative for the 
Reappraisal of the SED Dictatorship

Supporters: schickschön Event Technology * MDR * Park Inn * German Films * Québec Government Office * arte * 24 frame 
cinema projections * Meisterwerke * Stiftung Kunstfonds * Dresden State Art Collections * Polish Institute Berlin – Leipzig branch 
* VG – Verbrauchergemeinschaft e.V. * Hostel Luise 20 *  ibis Styles Dresden * Splendid Drinks * Kunstguss Ihle * Foto Görner  
* Mélody‘s Canada * the nu company GmbH * Landesfrauenrat Sachsen e.V. * Bulgarian Culture Institute Berlin  
* IDM Film Commission South Tirol * SODEC

Cooperation partners: Filmtheater Schauburg * Thalia Cinema. Coffee and Cycling * Programmkino Ost * Clubkino im 
Lingnerschloss * Zentralkino * Kino im Kasten * Hole of Fame * Galerie Raskolnikow * Filmgalerie Phase IV * Altes Wettbüro  
* groovestation * German Institute for Animated Film (DIAF) * Ostrale.Basis * scheune Dresden * Geh8 Kunst Raum Ateliers   
* Goethe Institute * Medienwerkstatt Dresden *  Trickfilmstudio Fantasia * Studentenwerk Dresden * Saxony Film Association 
* Archiv der Avantgarden – Egidio Marzona (Dresden State Art Collections) * paupau Eismanufaktur * AG Animationsfilm  
* Dresdner Schmalfilmtage * AG Kurzfilm * MOVE IT! Filmfestival * Look & Roll * Talking Shorts * Ballroom Booking * Stiftung 
für das sorbische Volk * Łužycafilm * Sicilia Queer Filmfest * Final Girls Berlin Film Festival * Uppsala Kortfilmfestival  
* Vienna Shorts * Kortfilmfestival Leuven * Vilnius ISFF * Lago Filmfest * FeKK Ljubjana * LKJ Sachsen e.V. – State Representative 
Children & Youth Education * weiterdenken – Heinrich Böll Stiftung Sachsen
 

Imprint/Organisers:
Filminitiative Dresden e. V., Böhmische Straße 30, 01099 Dresden
info@filmfest-dresden.de, filmfest-dresden.de
Dresden, March 2024

Image credits: © p.33 Man Ray in Dreams that Money Can Buy (1947). © Archiv der Avantgarden – Egidio Marzona, SKD, 
photo: see above, p. 38 Thomas Stellmach
Film stills © the filmmakers; festival photos: Fabian Catoni, Michael Kaltenecker, Elena Pagel, Sandra Stränsch
Design: Keiko Hoshino, SUBdesign Dresden GmbH

FESTIVAL PATRON
Barbara Klepsch, State Minister for Culture and Tourism Areas
At the Saxon State Ministry of Science, Culture and Tourism

AND ALL FURTHER SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS  

gefördert durch 
die Landeshauptstadt

Award Sponsors

FREUND:INNENKREIS 
DES FILMFEST DRESDEN

Gefördert durch die Kulturstiftung des 
Freistaates Sachsen. Diese Maßnahme wird 
mitfinanziert durch Steuermittel auf der 
Grundlage des vom Sächsischen Landtag 
beschlossenen Haushaltes.

Family Open Air: 
 Wed 16:00 
 Thu – Sun each at 15:00 & 16:00

 Shorts 8: Dreaming Utopia 
 Wed 19:00  Sat 18:00

Shorts 14: (Up)Heavals 
 Thu 20:00  Sat 21:00

Shorts 6: So Close and Yet So Far – Regional short films 
 Wed 17:00  Sun 19:00
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Admission €9 pre-sales / €12 at box
office (€9 at box office for people in drag), free admission with accreditation

 GUESTS 
SITA MESSER (BERLIN),  
MEO WULF (BERLIN), 
DJ MAMEDE (BERLIN) and NOË (DRESDEN, LEIPZIG)

PLACE: GrooveStation

Drag Shows 23:00 and 01:00
Sat 20 April 22:00

CATEGORY IS:  
UTOPIAN GLAMAZONS

 FESTIVAL 
 DRAG PARTY


